Teny O. Gross

Teny O. Gross is Executive Director of the Institute for the Study and Practice
of Nonviolence, a pioneering organization that teaches the principles and
practices of nonviolence locally, nationally and internationally. Its Nonviolence
Streetworkers Program is widely recognized for stemming gang violence. The
U.S. Conference of Mayors selected the Institute’s work as “best practice” in
combating gang violence, and the Association of Fundraising Professionals,
Rhode Island has selected it as “Outstanding Philanthropic Organization for
2009.” The Institute received Citizens Bank/NBC 10’s first “Champion in Action” award for
nonviolence and MetLife Foundation’s Community Police Partnership award for “Gang
Prevention and Youth Safety.”

In 2010, Gross was inducted into the Martin Luther King, Jr. Hall of Fame by Providence Mayor
David Cicilline. He also received the Rhode Island Minority Police Association Community
Service award, and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. State Holiday Commission Recognition
award. He is the recipient of an Institute of Global Leadership Alumni Award from Tufts
University, where he earned his B.F.A. From Harvard he received a Master of Theological
Studies degree as well as a fellowship in Strategic Perspectives in Nonprofit Management from
the Business School.

During the 1990’s Gross was a Program Coordinator for the Ella J. Baker House Youth Focused
Community Initiative, a participant in the National Ten-Point Coalition, and a Senior
Streetworker for the City of Boston. He is a veteran of the Israeli Defense Force.



